dled 


os eos 


Taermri 


“For I’m nothing, if not critical.” 


po e RY 








Vou. XIV. No. 724.] Wepnespay, Oct. 26rn, 1853. {One lenny 








REMINISCENCES AND OPINIONS. 

By Victor St. Ausrn. 
Wuen I first went to the London theatres 
and was'a lad of fourteen, Charles Kemble 
was Acting the parts of lovers, howbeit a 
sexagenarian ; and Helen Faucit was ex- 
citing disputes about her budding talents in 
Knowles’s Julia. 

Helen Faucit, a mere girl then, had suc- 
ceeded to Fanny Kemble’s parts, and was 
the leading actress at Covent Garden. I 
fell in love with her, of course ; all boys do 
with the leading actress of the day—and 
dreamed of writing plays for her to act in! 
I little thought then of ever being in the 
same room with Kemble, or taking Miss 
Faucit’s hand at a party! What great 
men and women the celebrated performers 
of my boyhood seemed tome! Somehow 
the actual dissipates the halo of veneration 
generally; for tragedy kings and queens 
are like other people when talking common 
sense. 

The talents of Charles Kemble were, no 
doubt, very high. He was the best actor 
after Macready in my recollection; more 
elegant than Vandenhoff, and more intel- 
lectual than Phelps. Charles Kemble was 
a polished and a finished actor of the good 
old school. If he were not a man of actual 
genius, he was so close a student, so accom- 
plished a scholar, so perfect a gentleman 
that, perhaps, one could see him with more 
pleasure but less sunshine than Macready. 
The latter tragedian in a few parts was, 
certainly, great. He was the original Ion 
—as most people know—in Talfourd’s ex- 
cellent play—and who has equalled him in 
it? Vandenhoff’s Adrastus, though, was as 








fine as Macready’s Ion; but not so great 
as the Werner and Richelieu of the latter. 
Un the whole Macready has excited me 
more than any one I have seen except Mrs, 
Butler, With greater physique than C, 
Kemble, with a metaphysical, subtle, analy- 
tical intellect beyond any of his contempo- 
raries, and with attainments beyond those of 
nine-tenths of our leading actors—his close 
study and profound conception enabled him 
to grasp much that even the two or three 
greater actors of the last seventy years did 
not accomplish. 

Inferior in genius to the imaginative 
Kean, and in classic grandeur to the stately 
John Kemble, as even his ardent admirers 
admit, Macready must rank but little below 
them, if we are to take into account the 
faults of those celebrated men ; for Kemble 
was often tedious, and Kean sometimes for- 
got, in the whirlwind of passion, that tem- 
perance which the author of Hamlet 
recommends. 

I believe I have seen nearly every actor 
who has attempted leading business for the 
last twelve or fifteen years; including 
Forrest (a melo-dramatic and a physical 
actor), Anderson (who is not a quarter so 
good as he was), Phelps, C. Pitt, H. Betty, 
Wallack, junior, Sullivan, Scott, Daven- 
port, Creswick, G. Bennett, Cowle, C, 


Kean, and a number of others, good, bad, 


indifferent, excerable, and mediocre. In 
certain parts I have seen respectable actors 
excel and good ones fail. Mr. Brooke is 
a fine Othello, but I saw him once in Ham- 
let and he was not even so passable as the 
late Mr. Graham. Again, Scott was ex- 
tremely powerful in Sir Giles Overreach, 
























































re nee as ge 





ee 


ae Sat 














Tt evn 


errant 





334 





but hardly endurable in two or three cha- 
racters I have seen him in. Forrest, I 
have heard, equalled Macready, in Lear ; 
yet his Macbeth was vile. 

By the way now, few are able to play 
the great Thane well! It was not one of 
Macready’s happiest efforts, and was one of 
Vandenhoff’s worst. Henry Betty’s is the 
best I remember. 

Helen Faucit has never been able to 
accomplish high tragedy. Probably the 
want of physique prevents her. It is in the 
beautiful poetical plays of Marston she is 
most perfect. Knowles and Marston write 
the most exquisite female characters of any- 
one now alive; but what would Siddons 
have been in Julia, Florence Delmar. and 
Lady Mabel? Miss Glyn, like Mrs. 
Butler, appears to be more admirable as a 
reader than an actress, The stately Kem- 
ble school is growing obsolete, and a more 
impulsive style will supersede both that and 
the school of Macready. Probably we 
could not make up a first-rate company for 
tragedy in these days, A brilliant comedy 
corps were easier of formation. 

Walter Lacy, Wigan, Robson, C. 
Mathews, Mrs. Stirling, and Miss Marshall 
would suffice for the leading members of 
such a company as we desire to see ; but 
who are their equals in tragedy? Ise C. 
Kean comparable to Wigan? Is Phelps— 
though a good actor—equal to Walter 
Lacy, the finest gentleman on the stage ? 
or Creswick to C. Mathews? or Mrs. Kean 
to Mrs. Stirling? I opine not. But it is 
time for me to close the present paper. 





"METROPOLITAN THEATRES. i 











DRURY LANE, 


Mr, E. T. Smitnu, the lessee of this thea- 
tre, not being able to keep a legitimate 
company together, that is to say the lead- 
ing stars, Messrs. Brooke and Davenport 
having to fulfill so many other engagements, 
has now adopted another kind of entertain- 
ment to enable him to pay the rent till 
circumstances will allow him to bring for- 
ward such talent as is necessary to produce 
the works of our immortal bard with credit 
to himself and satisfaction to the public. 
The equestrian company now engaged here 
are a phalanx of artists of every description 
collected together, which have never before 
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appeared as a whole, and to those who are 
partial to such amusements cannot fail to 
give the greatest satisfaction ; for our own 
part, we should have been better pleased to 
have seen within the walls of old Drury a 
good company of English singers, so that 
opera might have once more a fair trial ; 
but as we understand the lessee found it 
impossible to come to terms with individuals 
whom it was necessary to engage to carry out 
the great work, he abandoned it alto- 
gether, not wishing to attempt the getting 
up a piece without a sufficient leading staff. 
This we think he has done quite right in, 
and we trust he will be supported in his 
present proposition. 

On Monday night the equestrian com- 
pany commenced their engagement with 
the lessee. The house was crowded in 
every part. There is an immensity of talent 
combined, which we shall notice in our next. 
The performances were loudly applauded, 
and appeared to be much enjoyed by the 
audience. 

HAYMARKET. 
Tuts theatre is now open again to the pub- 
lic. The interior has been entirely altered 
and beautified. On our entrance we feel 
an aristocratic tread, for the flooring in the 
passages, &c., are now covered with the 
patent Kamptorlican matting, which now is 
used in the houses of parliament with so 
much advantage. The pit and stalls are 
covered with a new sort of leather, which 
has a much better effect and more durable 
than cloth. The floor of the orchestra has 
been lowered and the procenium heightened, 
which are very great improvements. A 
beautiful new drop-curtain has been added. 
Round the first tier of boxes are a number 
of plastic ornaments, elegantly executed in 
bas-relief, medallions, portraits of British 
poets: Shakspeare, I. Jonson, Beaumont, 
Fletcher, Massenger, Dryden, Otway, Con- 
greve, Cibber, Rowe, Gay, Goldsmith, Foote, 
C. Dibdin, Sheridan, Coleman, Young, 
Bulwer, Lyttleton, S. Knowles, &c. These 
portraits are beautifully executed and have 
a most pleasing appearance. The refresh- 
ment room is elegant and complete, and 
every department is admirably arranged. 
The amusements commenced with a petite 
comedy called 4 Cure for Love, in which 
Mr. Buckstone acted with his usualy 


comicality,and who,on coming on the stage, 
was received with a hearty welcome; as 
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was Mr. Chippendale. The novelty of the 
evening consisted of Miss Featherstone, in 
the character of Captain Maceath, in the 
Beggars’ Opera, which she sustained admi- 
rably, singing the music with sparkling 
effect. Polly was played for the first tine 
by Miss Emily Ormonde in a creditable 
manner, and the opera altogether went off 
with eclat. The house was full and the 
dress circle presented a brilliant appearance. 
We ought to state Mrs. Fitzwilliam was 
received with tremendous applause, and 
who played the part of Lucy, in the opera, 
with her usual ability. 


ADELPHI. 


Tue Discarded Son, a drama written by 
Mr. Webster, now playing at this theatre, 
is one of the most interesting which has ap- 
peared for a long time. The characters 
are forcibly drawn and the dialogue reads 
smart and even ; all the characters are ren- 
dered with great truthfulness, and when we 
state they are in the hands of such artists as 
Messrs. Keeley, Selby, Murray, P. Bedford, 
&c., and those of the females by Mesdames 
Keeley, Woolgar, and Fanny Maskell, our 
readers will be sure the author has justice 
done to hisdrama. As regards the acting, 
every character is most interesting, particu- 
larly those of Leigh Murray and Mrs. 
Keeley—they must be seen to be appreci- 
ated. We were much pleased to observe 
an astonishing improvement in the acting of 
Miss Maskell and who is a rising and clever 
actress. The Camp at Chobham and Hotel 
Charges are two amusing farces and send 
the audiences home with merry faces. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 
Tue Midsummer Night's Dream has drawn 
nightly overflowing audiences, and there are 
several reasons for this; first, it is a play 
that is so seldom revived, in consequence of 
the great outlay required, that it is quite a 
novelty to the rising generation, and those 
who have witnessed it years back go to 
compare the revival with that of other man- 
agers who have trodden in the same path. 
The scenery at this house ranks in beauty 
of design and execution equal to any theatre 
in the metropolis ; yet, notwithstanding this, 
it is not managed to our liking. All the 
fairy and woody groves, lakes, and moun- 
tains, require more light to be seen to 
advantage ; this, we are sure must be per- 





ceivable to all those who have the manage- 
ment of this department. The acting, 
throughout, is effective, though we do not 
relish the manner in which Mr. Phelps 
plays Bottom, the Weaver; he appears, to 
us, to be out of his element—the manner 
in which he makes up his face is more like 
that of a sprite or hobgoblin than that of a 
poor innocent Weaver, who could not pos- 
sess the ability of making his face look like 
a Zamel. We should have prefered the 
the poetry of Oberon to have been sung 
rather than repeated, as it is now. The 
music is very delicious, fairy-like, and en- 
chanting, and remarkably well played. The 
grouping of the fairies, as far as they are 
discernable, well arranged, and, as a whole, 
ought to be seen by every lover of the 
drama. 
STRAND. 

Ir is some time since this little theatre has 
been under so able a management as at 
present, and the public appears to give it 
plentiful support. Mr. Ranger, in the little 
piece of The Birthday, acts with great truth, 
nature, and force. He reminds us of the 
old actors who are gone ;‘and since Dowton, 
perhaps, no one has been able to delineate 
warm-hearted choleric old men as well, 
What shall we say of clever little Miss 
Marshall, in the Unprotected Female? She 
is decidedly one of the best and most natural 
of our living actresses. Mrs. Stirling her- 
self is not better in this amusing comedietta ; 
but perhaps Miss Marshall is more in the 
style of the admirable Mrs. Keeley. After 
The Birthday and The Unprotected Female, 
we had the amusing bit of extravaganza, 
under the title of The Water Witches; and 
again Miss Marshall playd with spirit and 
talent, eclipsing the other candidates. for 
favour in the unmentionables. Then we 
had Angeline de Lis, and the burlesque of 
Kinge Richard ye Third; the first a plea- 
sant trifle, well acted by Mrs. Lester, H. 
Lee, (a valuable actor) and Yarnoli; the 
other one of Selby’s travesties, in which 
Mr. Sharpe enacts “Dicky.” On the 
Tucsday when we were present, the theatre 
was extremely well attended; and, in the 
absence of high comedy, we have no objec- 
tion to such entertainments as those at the 
Strand. We fancy this house and the 
Adelphi are those best suited to farce and 
vaudeville, and we trust it will meet with 
the patronage it deserves. 
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MARYLEBONE. 
On Saturday evening we paid a visit to this 
little theatre, whica has, during the recess, 
been re-decorated in a manner that would 
do credit to many a theatre of far greater 
pretensions, We perceive that the com- 
pany, lately under the management of Mr. 
Farren at the Olympic, has been transferred 
here, headed by that talented artist, Mr. J. 
Wallack and his wife. and bids fair to rival 
a great many of the minor theatres. The 
performance on the evening in question was 
in every respect sufficient to satisfy the most 
ardent playgoer. The tragedy of Macbeth, 
with the whole of Locke’s music, and a bur- 
lesque from the pen of Mr. Planche, spark- 
ling with puns, being the bill of fare 
provided for the evening, so that on the 
whole, a visit to this little theatre will be 
well re-paid, 

CITY. 


Tue engagement of Mr. Davenport and 
Miss Fanny Vining has proved to be one of 
the most successful description. Night 
after night we have found this elegant thea- 
tre crowded with admiring audiences and 
must confess the public patronage is very 
far from being ill-bestowed. Messrs. John- 
son and Nelson Lee merit much praise for 
their un-remitting exertions to please, and 
the light, tasteful, and richly ornamented 
appearance of the theatre reflects infinite 
credit upon the skill and liberality displayed 
by the respected lessees, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

Tom Keity.—The letter arrived too late for insertion 
We believe, from what we can learn, Mr. J. Wallack has 
filled up his company entirely at the Marylebone. 

T. D.—Will Mr. Butler publish his Dramatic Almanack for 
1854? We have ascertained he will not. 

X. Y. Z.—Does Mr. Brooke return to Drury Lane, and 
when? Negotiations sre pending between Mr. E. T. 
Smith and Mr. Brooke's agents in America. 

A 8us.—Can you tell me who is to play Clown in the 
eae at Drury Lane, at Christmas? Mr. Tom 

atthews. 

Eaton.—His communication came safe. 

Drxon.—We are sorry we were not at the office when he 
called. 

T. Barrray is thanked. 

X. Y.—We should think not. 

P. Q. R.—You will stand your chance as well as others- 
It is a precarious one. 

Questor.—The King of Hanover did not present the 
medal to Moncrief in person. He sent it by a specia) 
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TRAGEDY IN ITS PRESENT 
STATE. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Wuttst the Corsican Brothers and such 
pieces hold possession of such a theatre as 
the Princess’s, and such a person as Her 
Majesty, it is not likely that tragedy will 
predominate; and, to the true lover of the 
drama, this becomes a question at once 
grave and important, whether melodrama 
is, or is not, the only staple production of 
both major and minor theatres. Surely the 
present age is equal in discretion and judg- 
ment to those past; and although we may 
not have a Kean or Kemble, to form at once 
a pillar and an ornament to that temple of 
which tragedy is the chief portion, still we 
have a Brooke, Vandenhoff, Phelps, Daven- 
port, and Betty—men who can, at least, 
give a tolerable interpretation to tragedies 
of great depth and power. Why should 
such a man as Vandenhoff, the sole remain- 
ing scion of that noble school of which 
Kemble was the head, be laid upon the 
shelf? and why, as consequent upon that 
injustice, should such a piece as Cato or 
Coriolanus be expelled also? 

It is said by many that tragedy is too dull 
for the present age—but it is my opinion, 
that were tragedy represented as efficiently 
as the present weak state of its exponents 
would admit, it would again rear its head 
triumphant in its own superiority. How 
beautifully could a company embracing the 
talent of Vandenhoff, Betty, and Robinson, 
be made to play. In such hands as these 
the poetry of the best authors would receive 
due justice and become again the staple 
production of our best theatres. 

There is ample proof of this in the flourish- 
ing condition of Sadler’s Wells, and the 
stubborn fact that three tragedians have at 
one time been playing at the east-end, and 
receiving as good a salary as they would at 
the west. We have several good actors, 
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sent the drama. For instance, it would be 
hidious to see C, Kean attempt Coriolanus 
when Vandenhoff is in existence; yet, he 
could play some parts better than that great 
man. 

An example of a company, such as should 
be at Drury Lane, is furnished by Macready’s 
at Covent Garden, where Vandenhoff, Ma- 
cready, Warde, Anderson, Elton, Bennett, 
and Phelps, formed such a company as never 
before was seen, nor since. The only com- 
pany on the same model, is Phelps’s, at 
Sadler’s Wells, which is undoubtedly better 
than any in London, and yet he labours un~ 
der the disadvantage of a small house and 
low prices. This ought to afford the en- 
couragement needed, and prevail on some 
influential actor to undertake the formation 
and management of such a company, feeling 
sure of its success. Permit me to subscribe 
myself, Yours, &c. 

HAMLET. 





PHELPS versus KEAN. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


S1r,—Seeing in your last number that one 
of your correspondents has done me the 
honour to answer my letter, I make bold to 
reply. He seems to have fallen into the 
general error of the majority of Mr. Kean’s 
supporters, which is, that a man possessing 
twice the influence both in price and quality 
of patronage that Mr. Phelps has is not 
bound to produce a piece well- acted—in- 
deed, a piece well-acted at the Princess’s is 
considered one of the wonders of the age. 

With reference to his comparisons, I deny 
them all but one, that of Mrs. Kean and 
Miss Cooper, the former being, undoubtedly, 
superior. Mr. Bennett, I repeat, is supe- 
rior by many degrees to Ryder, and although 
he is second at the Princess’s, as I heard 
an old play-goer remark “ he has no right.” 
I ask, could he play Felton, the Stranger, 
Hargreave, Pistol (in Henry V.), Jacques 
(in As You Like It), &c., &e., equal to 
Bennett. I think not. For my own part 
when I saw him play Marco Spada after 
seeing Marston in the part, I doubted the 
reality of the place and compared him 
(sacrilegiously no doubt) to N. T. Hicks, 
or worse—a mad bull, Mellon’s inferiority 
to Vining, in my opinion, is all my eye; 
for I have not’ yet seen Vining play the 
Ghost or Baradas equal to Mellon, nor have 


I seen him excel Mellon in Steinfort or any 
other genteel part since I have known him, 
Graham and Harris are, to my mind, nearly 
equal, though, for my part, I prefer Hatris’s 
Horatio. One gross blunder has been 
made by your correspondent when he 

of Everett, of whom I once heard a friend 
speak as follows :—Mr. Everett is not equal 
to Courtney (of the Wells), nor will he ever 
be. 

Of course, it is to be expected the com- 
pany at the Princess’s is more numerous 
than that of the Wells, and the comic talent 
more efficient: but Mr. Phelps’s, I repeat, 
is the best for the performance of any tra- 
gedy or play in existence. I forgot Barrett 
and Marston in my contrast, the greatest 
men in their line—Marston’s Macduff being 
superior to Ryder’s. When your. corres- 
pondent considers that he gets twice as 
much for his money at the Wells and is as 
well entertained, I think he will not be at 
variance with Your Obedient Servant, 

HaMLEr, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—I observed in your last publication a 
letter signed “‘ Bottom,” and I must say 
that it is one of the grossest fabrications I 
have ever seen. 


I, as well as every other Dublin play-goer, 
can give a flat denial. I was present at al- 
most all of Mr. Phelp’s performances when 
he was engaged in Dublin, and on every 
occasion the house was crowded to excess, 
Mr. Robson was a great favourite there, 
but he never created such excitement as he 
has here, in consequence of his nof appear- 
ing in burlesque. 
well supported, though he came at a bad 
season of the year. These facts can be at- 
tested by any frequenter of the Dublin 
theatres, 

Hoping this is not too late for insertion 
in your next number, I remain, Sir, yours, 

VERITE, 


PROVINCIALS, 


MancueEstex.—THEATRE Royat.—During the 
past week the corps dramatique have been relieved 
of their duties at this house by the opera com- 
pany, who have appeared in Norma, i 
Borgia, Der Frieschutz, and others, all of which 
have been attended with great success. 

















Queen’s TuzaTrE,—On Saturday last there 
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‘was a monster performance at this theatre, and 
long before the doors were open the streets were 
crowded with an anxious multitude, all eager to 
gain admission to witness the first representa- 
tion of a new drama entitled Mary Price, which 
has been some time in preparation, and which 
has proved exceedingly successful. We under- 
pred it is to be repeated during the present 
week, 

EprvsurcH.—Tueatre Royat.—Crowded and 
fashionable houses have been the result of the 
engagement of Miss Louisa Pyne. She has ap- 
peared in Maritana, Fra Diavoli, Bohemian Girl, 
and the Enchantress. In each opera her recep- 
tion has been most enthusiastic ; such, in fact, as 
is only awarded to artistes of the first order. 
She has been admirably supported by Mr. W. 
Harrison, Mr. H. Horncastle, Signor Baroni, 
and Miss Pyne. The benefit and last appear- 
ance of Miss Louisa Pyne took place on Satur- 
day. 

Bristot.—Tugatre Royau.—The grand at- 
traction at this establishment is the drama of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, which nightly draws crowded 
houses. On several occasions hundreds have 
not been able to gain admittance. Tho heroine 
of the piece is the gentle Eva, a young star ! 
This character is performed by a mere child, a 
Miss Clara St. Casse, who originally appeared 
in the character last season. The child is, un- 
doubtedly, a genius. Her performance is really 
a beautiful embodiment of . Stowe’s creation, 
portraying in the most natural manner the good 
and amiable little Eva. 


Maccixesrizitp.—Mrs. Benson appears to be a 
very successful caterer for the public, for before 
the public mind becomes satiated with one arti- 
cle of intellectual food, some spicey morsels are 
served up to continue the excitement. Mac- 
beth has had.an un run, for the style 
in which it has been placed upon the stage is 
new and reflects great credit on all who have 
been engaged in it.; but we cannot say the 
same gs regards the acting, Macbeth and Mac- 
duff being but indifferently rendered. Neither 
was the musical portion ‘executed in such a style 
as we have been accustomed to. The farces 
which are always good are excellently performed, 
being quite sufficient to dissipate the chargrin 
the first piece created. Guy Mannering, The 
Bottle, Presumptive Evidence, aud other pieces 
have been excellently represented. 
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“We hear that Mr. Nelson Lee has written and 
arranged sixteen pantomimes for the ensuing 
Christmas,*in the town and country theatres. 


A new drama from the practised pen of Eger- 
ton Wilks will appear, we are informed, almost 
immediately, in Lacy’s greatly improved edition 
of the acting drama, 

RoyaL Marionette Tuxatre.—The Hunga- 
rian Promenade Concerts during the past week 
have attracted crowded and elegant audiences, 
and their performances have clicited warm and 
repeated acclamations, 





Royat Surrey Zootocica, GarpEns.—We 
are requested to contradict a report which has 
got abroad that this establishment was likely to 
be adpropriated for a different punpose. We are 
assured that such is not the fact. 


Mr. G, Haywanrp, the celebrated violin player 
of Wolverhampton, has been appointed leader of 
the band to the equestrian performances at 
Drury Lane. This is a very good engagement 
of Mr. Smith’s, Mr. Hayward is a gentleman of 
very decided ability. 


Hiesrnian Hatu.—Mrs. Gibbs is drawing 
large and fashionable audiences to her lecture on 
the beauties of Ireland. The anecdotes are par- 
ticularly amusing, and the scenes, painted by 
Mr. 8. James, exquisitely executed. Mrs. Gibbs 
is now the only English ballad singer we can 
boast of. 


On Saturday E. T. Smith, Esq., lessee of 
D Lane, entertained a numerous party of his 
friends to dinner at the Coal Hole Tavern. On 
the health of the worthy lessee being drank, he 
went into many iculars as to his future man- 
agement, which appeared to give great satisfaction 
to the company present. 


Mr. G, V. Brooke commences a short engage- 
ment at the Theatre Royal, Liverpool: his per- 
formances for the week are annnounced to be in 
Othello, The Hunchback, Virginius, The Lady of 
Lyons, Hamlet (for his benefit on Friday), and 
A New Way to Pay Old Debts, Miss Baker will 
play the principal female characters ‘with him, 
On Wednesday last the house was densely 
crowded by a fashionable audience to witness 
Mr. Charles Matthews’s performance in The Game 
of Speculation and Little Toddlekins. 


Tussaup’s Musrum.—The numerous relics of 
the great Napoleon deposited here are certainly 
the great wonder of the exhibition, and constantly 
create curiosity and interest on the part of the 
visitors to this establishment. The bedstead on 
which this extraordinary man died, and on which 
now his effigy reclines, covered by the cloak worn 
by the hero at Marengo; the flag presented by 
Napoleon tothe National Guard of Elba, and 
afterwards received on his return to France, and 
taken at Waterloo by the Prussians; also the 
sword worn by him in Egypt, and other memo- 
rials of the departed Emperor, completely fill a 
room of large dimensions, 


ANECDOTE OF THE CELEBRATED Frencu Actor, 
Cartin1.—Thke countenance (says Zimmerman) 
may wear the appearance, not only of composure, 
but even of gaiety, while the soul is inwardly 
suffering the keenest anguish of unutterable woe. 
The celebrated Carlini, a French actor of great 
merit, and in high reputation with the public for 
life, whim, frolic, and vivacity, with which he 
nightly entertained the Parisian audiences, ap- 
plied to a physician, to whom he was not per- 
sonally known, for advice, and represented to 
him that he was subject to attacks of the deepest 
melancholy. The physician advised him to amuse 
his mind by scenes of pleasure, and particularly 
directed to frequent the Italian Comedy ; “for,” 
continued he, ‘‘ yonr distemper must be rooted, 
indeed, if the lively Carlini does not remove it.” 
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*Alas!’’ exclaimed the unhappy patient, “ I am 
the very Carlini whom you recommend me to 
see, and while I am capable of filing Paris with 
mirth and laughter, I am myself the dejected 
victim of melancholy and chagrin.” 


A new translation of Ingomar is being pre- 
pared for the Victoria Theatre. We are glad to 
see an effort is being made to refine the tastes of 
our transpontine brethren. Mr. Hicks, we be- 
lieve, will do Ingomar. 


A Frew Worps on Brooxr.—Now that the 
enchanter who, for the last few weeks, has 
thrown such a spell over us’ has departed. A 
few words at parting with the man who has 
proved England still possesses a great actor, 
may not be deemed out ofplace. Of all Brooke’s 
fine performances that of Othello is, undoubtedly, 
his finest.. In his delineation of the jealous 
Moor he lacks something, perhaps of the tender- 
ness of Davenport; but the character calls out 
all the fiery elocution and tremendous physique, 
for which he is pre-eminently distinguished, the 
situations afford him opportunities for those ter- 
rible bursts of passion, which, till now, the stage 
has not witnessed since the days of Edmund 
Kean, and which awe the beholder as if they 
were realities; here Brooke, indeed, comes out 
magnificently, and the genius which is evident 
in every line he utters, raises him in this cha- 
racter even more than in his others, far above 
any and all his rivals, The review of this cha- 
racter has ‘left us but little space to notice his 
others, but mention must be made of the ‘“‘ Tent 
Scene”’ in Richard III., the death of Overreach, 
and, as he performs them, Claude Melnotte and 
The Hunchback are perfect wholes, not to be 
equalled on the stage. X.N. 





AN ELEGY, 
Written in a London Churchyard. 
By A. J. Sipe. 

( Continued, ) 


Should chance, by some mishap, a stranger lead 
To wander through this range of crumbling 
clay, 
Learn from these ashes, emblems of the dead, 
That life’s a dream that soon will pass away. 


Turn thy attention here whilst they relate, 
e stern mementos of the silent dust), 
The way of flesh, and learn to meet thy fate, 
Since all things tarnish’d are with earthly rust. 


Look on yon row of stones thus rudely thrown, 
By man torn from their places—cast aside ; 
Such is the usage when the place is lone, 
When none are near to watch thy grave beside. 


See yonder mournful willow, how it bends, 
To shield from strangers’ view the rising earth, 
And to that humble grave a shelter lends, 
hfe first ’twas born and nourished from its 
irth. 


Beneath that mound, it may be, some one’s laid, 
Who left fond friends behind their death to 


weep ; 
Or it may be, though with great sorrow sad, 


Tread lightly o’er that grave, for resting there 
Is a good man! deny the fact who can: 

To art, a noble part, his only care, 

He left the world a truly honest man, 


And here, beneath my feet, a friend sincere, 
A loving brother, tender and discreet, 
He left a name that all ought to revere, 
A name unspotted—that we seldom meet, 


Near Taunton, midst the verdant fields, were 
spent 

The first bright summers of his pee days ; 
He then was happy, peaceful, and content, 
With mother fond to hear his youthful lays. 


Oft at the dawn of morn, with gentle tread, 
He’d pace the verdant fields with child-Ilke 


giee ; 
Would seek with eager looks the cowslip bed, 
And hail with rapture his own fav’rite tree. 


And as the day wore on, with joyous heart, 
He’d meet his mother, with a posy gay ; 

With laughing eyes, and eager wish impart, 
The pleasures of the live-long sunny day. 


How happy were those moments, free and pure, 
When the fond mother to her breast would 
press 
Her own dear boy, who would for her endure 
The greatest hardships, for one sweet caress. 


How stern is death, relentless, firm, and bold— 
Snatch’d from her children in the prime of life ; 

They bore her to the grave, the knell was toll’d 
For a dear mother and a loving wife. 


Since then how chang’d, alas! his lot on earth, 
By fortune’s frowns compelled to depart 

That home where once in innocence and mirth 
He heard his mother bless him from her heart. 


From those we love ’tis hard to part so soon, 

To meet no more beneath the light of day ; 
To gaze no longer on the silv’ry moon, 

No more to view the first sweet flow’rs of May. 


He found it so—the lov’d heart had flown, 
Her loss was felt with bitterness and pain ; 
He could not bear here to remain alone, 
So sought to die, to be with her again. 


Could I lay bare the secrets of my friend, 
*T would fill a volume full of human woe: 

*T would even make the strongest frame to bend 
Beneath the stroke of misery, full low. 


But let it pass, from this cold world he’s flown— 
If not to happiness—to silent rest; — 
From lands of shadows, to one more his own, 
Where trouble ends, and weary hearts are blest, 
(To be continued. ) 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


fips INVALIDS and those desirous of preserving their 
Health. The Sanitary Commission Instituted by 
the Lancet, having pronounced the COCOA purchased at 
15, Rathbone Place, Oxford Street, to be “entirely free 
from deleterious admixture,” the attention of the Public is 
Girected to Epmonps and Co.’s Homcepathetic at 








They, too, have pass’d away, and rest in sleep. 


Is. 6d. per pound. EDMONDS and Co,, Tea Dealers, &c,, 
15, Rathbone Place, Oxford Street. 
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ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. The 
largest, most elegant, and beautifully decorated BALL 
ROOM in London. Oven every Eventna. During the 
recess numerous and extensive alterations and improve- 
ments have been effected. The building has been extended 
—a new Gallery and Subscription Room added—(furnished 
in a superior and splendid style). One Hundred and Fifty. 
three immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations. 
(which are of a superb character) and the whole illuminated 
by Fourteen magnificent New Crystal Lustre Chandeliers 








IBERNIA (next the Polytechnic), open Every Evening 
—Mrs. GIBBS (formerly Miss Graddon), Musical, 
Pictorial, and Novel Entertainment, entitled THE 
EMERALD ISLE, with songs, legends, traditions, anec- 
dotes, &c., of that fairy land. After which The LAKES 
OF KILLARNEY. To commence at Eight o’clock. 
Reserved seats, numbered, 2s.; area. 1s.; gallery, 6d.; a 
private box, £1 ls. A MORNING PERFORMANCE 
every Tuesday and Saturday. at Three o’clock. 





esenting a coup d’ail of unparalleled splendour and 
uxury. Mr. W, M. Packer’s Grand Band will perform 
nightly a favourite Overture, and a grand operatic selection 
in addition to the usual Musique de Dance, including the 
** Faust,”’ ‘‘ Marien,” and “Cameronian” Quadrilles; the 
“Spring Flowers,” ‘‘Sylvian,” and ‘“‘ Autumn Leaves” 
Waltzes; the “ King Pippin,” “Satelite,” “ Eugenia,” and 
‘* English Fleet’”’ Polkas; the ‘‘Syrien” and “ Phillida” 
Redowa; the ‘‘Isabel” Schottishe; the ‘‘ Antelope” and 
“Etna” Polkas, &c. Doors open at 8 and close at 12 
o'clock, N. B,—In compliance with the wish universally 
expeessed, the proprietor has the honour to announce that 
he will give a GRAND BAL MASQUE on Tuunrspar 
Evenina, Ocr. 27th, 1853. 


RAND BAL MASQUE at the CASINO DE VENICE, 
218, High Holborn. The Proprietor has the honour 
respectfully to announce to the Nobility, Gentry, his Sub- 
scribers, and the Public, that (in compliance with the wish 
universally expressed), he will give a GRAND BAL 
MASQUE on ascale of unequalled splendour, on Thursday, 
October 27th, 1853. Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated BAND 
will occupy the Orchestra, and perform the following select 
programme :— 





Parr 1. 

No.1 March - from Guillaume Tell . Rossini 
2 Polka . Box and Cox e F. Habec 
3 Waltz . Flowers of the Field . D' Albert 
4 Quadrille . Féte de Lilas ° La Motte 
5 Redowa . The Syrens e Marriott 
6 Polka . The Satelite - W. Youens 
7 Quadrille . arien ° Frewen 
8 Waltz ° Spring Flowers . Tinney 
9 Polka - The Frankfort . K. Buller 

10 Quadrille . Faust . Jullien 
11 Schottische The Opera . W. Youens 
12 Polka - Evening Star . W. Griffiths 
13 Galop + The Antelope * Quinton 
An Interval of Half-an-Hour during Supper. 
Part 2. 

No.1 Quadrille . Cameronians . D'Albert 
2 Waltz . The Sylvian ° Tinney 
3 Polka . The ~ ge ° Callcott 
4 Quadrille . Englan ° D' Albert 
5 Redowa . The Phillida ° Prewin 
6 Polka . King Pippin 5 D' Albert 
7 Quad . St. Patrick’s Day . W. Packer 
8 Waltz - Autumn Leaves e Marriott 
9 Polka « English Fleet « WN. Sydney 

10 Galo - The Etna ‘ D’ Albert 


An efficient corps of “‘ Maitrres pes Ceremonies” have 
been appointed to superintend the Ball-room and regulate 
the Dances, under the direction of Mons. GountET, Messrs. 
Hewry, Mort, and H. Pace. 

The Doors will be Opened at half-past Nine o'clock. Danc- 
ogg by? Commenci at Ten punctually. 
Gentleman’s Ticket 5s.—Lady’s ditto 3s. The SUPPER, 
consisting of every delicacy of the season, will be served at 
One o’clock in the Supper Saloon. Supper Tickets 3s. 6d. 
each. Mr. Nathan, of Castle Street, Leicester Square, is 
appointed Costumler to the Ball. 

Parties in costume of Harlequin, Clown, or Pantaloon can- 

not be admitied. 





HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honoured with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS— Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 


ESSRS. B. J. FAIRBROTHER and HARRO- 
WAY’S GENERAL THEATRICAL and MUSICAL 
AGENCY and REGISTER OFFICE, 31, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden, is now open for the transaction of business 
connected with the Theatrical and Musical Profession. 
Those parties who may favor them with their commission 
may rely on strict punctuality and attention to their in- 
terests, Proprietors of Concert Rooms, &c., supplied im- 
mediately with first-rate Vocalists, Pianists, &c. 
&2- WANTED Vocalists for Concert-rooms. 
N. B.—Messrs. F. & H_ have several Theatrical Engage- 
ments Open. All applications attended to at the Office, 
from 11 to 4—if by letter, pre-paid, enclosing a stamp. 





HEATRICAL and MUSICAL AGENCY, 25, Bow 
Street, Covent GarpEN. MEMBERS of the 
THEATRICAL PROFESSION are respectfully requested 
to send in their Names, Address«s, Terms, &c., at the 
earliest convenience, as during the present month the 
principal engagements for the winter will be made. Parties 
desirous of entering the Profession treated on fair and 
honourable terms. All letters (enclosing a stamp) to be 
addressed to Mr. T. PAYNE, ‘Iheatrical Agent, 25, Bow 
Street, Covent Garden. 





O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—A Bargan!—TO 

KE SOLD a quantity of THEATRICAL DRESSES 

for £2 5s., may be seen any Morning before Eleven, or 

Evening after Six, at Mr. Wortn’s, Theatrical Wig 
Maker 97, Cornwell Road, Waterloo Road. 





fW\OM MATTHEWS, the celebrated CLOWN, at Home, 
Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane, (four doors from 

Drury Lane Theatre). T. M. wishes to inform his friends 
and the public in general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he has made a most successful tour, and having been 
nightly received with immense applause by a fashionable 
Parisian audience. T. M. will be most happy in meeting 
his friends in his newly built Long Room, capable of hold- 
ing 100 persons, every evening, at Eight o’clock, where 
they can have the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Stout, and 
Porter, and likewise hear an excellent song. 

** Hoping kind Friends will rally round, 

And Patronize their English Clown; 

Whose every wish has been most true, 

To please the million—not the few!” 

T. M. begs to state that his AGENCY OFFICE is to 
LET. Any respectable member of the Theatrical Profession 
can treat with him any morning, before Twelve o’clock, 
upon very reasonable terms. 





O PRINTERS.—TO BE SOLD, a Bargatn, a Capital 
DEMY WOOD PRINTING PRESS, with Iron 
Platin, 18 in. by 25 in. and new Iron Frames to Tympans. 
Apply to H. M. Pollett, Printer, 22, Milk-street, Cheapside. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Three Months .....+.000- 008-0000 One Shilling. 

Six Months .... «- Two Shillings. 

Twelve MOnths......00+ se-s00 seeeee Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 

G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black- 
friar’s road; Gilbert, Paternoster Ruw; Shaw and Wilson, 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; andal] Booksellers and 
Newsvendors 









Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napol 
Rooms, 6d. Open from 11 inthe Morning till 10 at Night. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 
of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 
fe A 


Manchester, James Daggett, 63, Great Ancoats: and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in any of the Provincai 
Towns. 





Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic P: p- 
tone to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
ferences to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 








London: Printed by H. M, Potuert, 22, Milk Street, 
Cheapside, in the City of London.— October 26th, 1853. 
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